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M. de H-----has informed me that Your Grace intends

coming hither in the spring. This certainly would be
the only means of rendering my stay here supportable.
But I hope you will not so long be left in inactivity so
unworthy of your talents. As to myself, after having
paid a tribute for six months, during which I have the
satisfaction conviction gives of having employed uncom-
mon assiduity and research, in compensation for the want
of natural talents, I think I have a right to shake off an
equivocal and doubtful existence, every way embarrass-
ing, requiring dexterity and fortitude seldom found to
preserve personal respect, and in which I consume my
time and my strength in a species of labor that has no
charms for me, or in the languor of etiquette and com-
pany still worse than this labor. Of this I have informed
the Abbe de P----- in express terms.her from thinking I can, with any appearance
